Spinal cord transections in fetal rats. Open intrauterine surgery with low mortality.
Open myelotomies were performed in rat fetuses in stages E15-E19 with a microsurgical technique. To prevent oligohydramnios, considered to be one of the main causes of death associated with fetal surgery, amniotic fluid loss was reduced as much as possible. With this technique a reduction of the mortality rate to 38% was reached in 75 consecutive fetuses.